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Dear Comrades,
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We would like to thank you for sepdlng greetings to the recently

heid national convention of the Soc
. greetings were received in time to

Along with the greetings, you se

Political Committee of the IMG on J

response to that resolutlon.

Your resolution states: "Comrade

understand, be present at the E?iéﬂ

however, that these comrades are no

the IMG nor do they support the pol

/

: comra are t/authorlzed to spe?k.at your convention and their
Vis¥ 1s purely a personal one as i i d."

Reactlonary leglslatlon prevents
Fourth International, but, as a fra
: Polltlcal Committees or Bureaus oﬂ

of thesEourth Intenna%xcnal, memb

e

1allst Workers Party.,
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These
pe read to the convention.
nt us a resolution passed by the

lly 31, 1971. This letter is in
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sEAdair and Williams will, we
%onvention; The PC must explain,
t official representatives of
itical line of the IMG. These
ar as the IMG is concerned."

the SWP from membership in the |
ternal ceurtesy, members of the
sections or syhpathizingvgroups>

ns of the International Executive

;,;,eeommifféé’555>

were able to attend the conventlon

gates with voice and no vote.

rs of the Inte

dure for seating as fraternal'deleg

going National Commlttee and Contro

T\Sxf“Was\seateg as a fraternal delegate

Thlsd'

tlonal Control Cammission who

fere seated as fraternal dele-

rpcedure parallels our proce-

H

iy
al

=ges members of the SWP's out-

1 bomm1581on. Comrade Adair

as a member of the IEC; Comrade
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.Williams was seated as a fraternal'aelegate as a member of the
International Control Commission. |

Yonrtresolution further states:}"We have also heard that Com-.

s is speaking at an SWP Cadre School after the Conven~

rade Willi
567 ile we have no objectioné>n principle to leaders or mem-

_ ers ofvminorities of national seotions'speaking to other seotions,
;-we are perturbed that the IMG 1ead=rship was not informed of this |

- and a maaorlty member was not 1nvﬁ,ed to attend to present the

v1ews of the Brltlsh sectlon We 'wyould therefore like a tape of
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\~f//”Comrade- ”7/s _ech/t”ie mad¢g available to us."

ThlS paragraph is unclear bo us.; You state that you have no

F'*oojeotion**onﬁprinc1ﬁle" to "leadeqr of or members of minorities

St o
of national sections speaking to other sections." Do you have

some obaectlon other than one basedion pr1n01ple to the fact that
Comrade Williams gave two classes to 'the educatlon conference the

if\if\\\\\\nﬁfYBA ‘held after the conventlon? It appears that you object-

-~ to, or are "pertnrbedﬂ«byb two thinés. One is that the IMNG leader-

-ship‘ﬁes not informed that Comrade'Williams waseasked to give this
classj; the other/is*that a "majority member of the MG was not
“invited to attend to present the views of the Brltlsh section."

‘When we learned that Comrade Wllllams planned to attend the
SWP convention, thé‘oomrades in‘cherge of planning tne educational

| conference following the convention thought that this would be an .
excellent opportunity to help educate oﬁr members and sympathizers
on the history of British Trotskylsm. Comrade Williams,vdue to her |

~long personal experlence and 1nt1mate knowledge of the somewhat

complicated evolutlon of British Trotskyism, was a good ch01ce to
give such a class, in’thelopinion,of those re3ponsible.for organiz-

ing the education conference.
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Generally, whén.comrades from Trotskyist groups ffom around
the world are able to visit the Uﬁited States, We mak? méximum use-'
of their presénce to help educate our comrades about the world |
| movement. Our geographical position and the reactionary policies of
" our government make such diregt contacts difficult and, upfortun~
ately, all too infréquenx. So we are glad to take advahtage of |
“any such opportunity that does arise. When a comrade as qualified
“as éomrade Williams is able fo spend some time here, especially
at a national gathering, we are especiallf pleased at the bossibility

this provides of widening the knowledge of our members'én the

problems of constructing a Trotskyist party in other countries.
We cannot see what possible objection you could have tovéémrade
-,~Williams, a loyal, leading member of the IMG, recently reelected
_ by your national convention to the IMG national committee, giving
classes on the history of British Trotskyism.

-You imply that the decisionrté/és Comrade Williams to give

- such classes was something the SWP wanted to keep hidden from the
maaorlty leadership of the IMG. Bur 'he class syllabus, 1iéting
Comrade Williams as lecturing on th topic of the hlstory of British
Trotskyism, was sent to the 1nternat'onal center, where 1t was
'avallable to members of the IMG Pol'tlcal Commlttee. We can agree
that 1t’would have been useful if ‘cu were sent 1nformatiop about
the educational conférence directly; we can see td it that you‘
receive such material in the futuf:,' However, we can see no reason
for ge%ting your prior approval be c;e we asked Coﬁrade‘Williams
to give a class on the history of ritish Trotsk&ism. . y

If a leading'majority member othhe MG wefé abiévtqlattehd our

convention and educational conference, we would have been only too

P




5 o e
,happy to schedule classés to be taught by him of her. ‘Conmrade
- Peter Petersen, for example, could have covered ground in thé
| history of British Trotskyism outside of Comrade Williams' experi-
. ence. However, none of the claéses given during this educational
‘conference had as theif purpose the presentation of views of
'minorities or majorities on disputed issues with thé intern;tional
~or within any section. Besides Cqmrade Williams' class, there waé
one‘given by a leading French comfade on the Cbmmunist League, and
one on the situation in Quebec by a leading Canadian comrade.
Cbmrade-Williams' class gave a sketch of the history of British

(-]

. Trotskyism, and covered the period from the founding of the British
4Communist Party up to’the founding of the MG, Her talks did not x
go into any current disputes wiphinft e IMG; We can agree that
the British comrades will find these|talks useful. We will send
you either a copy of the tapes or a 'anécript&of'them, although
this will take some time as we are presently short-staffed because
- of phe'Qacatiohperiod.“ | ‘

- j - Comradely,

Barry Sheppard '
, for the Political Committee
/|- - Socialist Workers Party
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